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Color

The “color” rating actually refers to the absence of color in a diamond. Like
a drop of pure spring water, when it comes to diamonds, the less color, the
better. The jewelry industry recognizes the highest quality gemstones by
purity of hue. In order to demine the absence or presence of different hues,
an experienced diamond grader will compare the diamond to “master
stones” using artificial or natural northern daylight. Colorless diamonds are
graded either D, E or F. Near colorless diamonds are graded G, H, | or J.
Slightly tinted diamonds receive a K, L, M or N rating. Very light yellow
diamonds are graded O, P, or Q; light yellow diamonds are graded R, S, or
T: yellow diamonds receive a U, V or W grading and light fancy diamonds
are graded X, Y or Z.
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Carat

The most well-known of the four C’s, “carat” is the unit of measurement for
ta diamond’s weight. A carat is subdivided into 100 “points™; for example, a
50-point diamond is “half a carat” or “0.5 ct”. Today, many individuals also
equate carat with size. Generally speaking, the higher the carat weight, the
larger (and more expensive) the stone. However, color, clarity and cut also
affect a diamond's price; two diamonds of equal carat weight may have very
different prices due to these three ratings.
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